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MZ impresses in the Moto Tour - the Tour de France for Motorcycles
	From the 5th to 11th October 2004 this year’s Moto Tour – the Tour de France for motorcycles – took place. A total of 240 riders competed against each other over a distance of 2,300 kilometers. All brands, all classes and all styles of motorcycles could be seen. During 8 stages the riders had to show their skills in 17 special challenges, 3 race track tests and even one at night.
This year, for the first time, the original German motorcycle manufacturer MZ took part in Moto Tour with two bikes – one MZ 1000 S and one 660cc Baghira– ridden by Thierry Rogier and Philippe Magny. Rogier rode the 660cc Baghira in the Mono-Class. Magny was the rider of the MZ 1000 S in the “Unlimited”-Class. Although in that class tuning of the bikes was allowed, the MZ 1000 S was exactly how it had left MZ’s production floor.
The tour started on 3 October early morning in Reims in the Northeast of France and went on via Dijon, Thonon, Grenoble and Salon south towards Toulon in the Southeast of France.
Very early in the race the 2 MZ riders fought their way to 8th place Magny, 13th place Rogier. This gave Rogier on his Baghira first in his class. By stage 6 Magny managed to push forward to 5th position overall. He seemed unstoppable, astride the MZ 1000 S. But then – the disaster. At stage seven Magny missed one checkpoint (along with several others) and was penalized 15.5 minutes. This penalty caused Magny to finish the tour 75th overall but 48th in the “Unlimited” class. Without this penalty Magny could have finished at least amongst the top 10. 

Rogier on Baghira was luckier. He has been especially successful with the special challenges during the tour. His most successful day was 9 October when he won the two special challenges taking place on that day and even finished the whole leg first. At the end of the tour Rogier finished 2nd in his class and 6th overall.

Once again – after the success at the 24 hours Endurance Race in Oschersleben in August 2004 – MZ bikes have proven their reliability and durability and demonstrated the craftsmanship and passion that goes into each bike.
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